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The chief pur ose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the ot personnel.in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 
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GREETINGS FROM THE CHIEF AF THE AIR CORPS 


l. On July 29, 1939, we celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of Arny 
Aviation, Thirty years .go on that day the Army bought its first airplane - 
the first military airplane in the world. liineteen-thirty-nine, then, 
writes "finis" to the first chapter, a chapter of accomplishment of which 


all you officers, enlisted men and civilian employees of the Air Corps who 


have made it possible should be proud. 

2. All of us must approach this new chapter, however, with a full 
realization that we have only begun. Competition throughout the world for 
air supremacy daily becomes keener, We must not fall behind as the race 
becomes sterner, To keep abreast of this sterner competition, team play 
and unanimity of purpose and action are more necessary than ever, The 
year nineteen-thirty-nine may prove a momentous one in Air Corps 
history, 

3. May I give you then this greeting for the coming year, Let us 
‘March together, moving forward on a single, united front to our objective, 


@ more effective air force for our national defense, 


H, H, ARNOLD, 


mine General, Air Corps, 
Chief of the Air Corps. 


V-7933, A.C. 

















DROP-TESTING PARACHUTES AT RANDOLPHIFIELD | 
The Parachute Department at the Air 
ores Primary Flying School, Randolph - 
Field, Texas, is manned by a complement 
of twelve men operating from two sepa- 
rate establishments - one on the Primary 
and the other on the Basic Stage. ‘The 
two departments have their separate or- 
ganizations and operate as distinct 
units coordinated by the Post Parachute 
Officer through Staff Sergeant Wilbur 
Lage, who exercises supervisory control 
over both departments. Each department 
is outfitted with identical equipment, 
floor space and drying facilities. 

A total of 615 parachutes is cared for 
at the present time, this requiring the 
daily repacking of.approximately ten 
‘chutes and the monthly drop-testing of 
slightly over fifty. 


As a result ef the past year's in- 
crease in the number of flying personnel,; 
both student and permanent, and a not 
commensurate increase in the number of | 
perechisens the post is ratner badly 

andicapped for parachute equipment at | 
this date. 

Whereas formerly each Cadet was issued | 
an individual parachute, it has become 
necessary to ration out ‘chutes to each 
flight, which then operates a pool for 
the Cadets' use. A certain amount of 
confusion is inevitable and considerable | 
detail work and responsibility is given , 
to the flight dispatchers in connection | 
with the storing of the ‘chutes when not) 
in use and with accounting for each one 
as issued and received from the students. 
for each individual flight. 

The present system is working out with | 
reasonable success, however, although 
resulting in greater wear and tear on 
equipment due to increased handling, 
strains arising from mis-fits, inade- 
qaate storage facilities in hangars and, 
incidentally, nearly triple the use per 
'chute than formerly encountered. 

_ Randolph Field has a total of 21 jumps 
in its history, but the rate has been 
falling off lately. In the year since | 
September, 1937, there has been only one 
jump, and that arose from a misunder- 
standing between pilot and passenger. It 
seems the enlisted passenger, with 
little flying experience, heard the 
pilot of the 3-10 call the control tower | 
On the radio, and being somewhat lonely 
and apprehensive out in the front gun- 
ner's csckpit, decided not to take any 
Chances with an airplane out of control 
(the only word he heard) and forthwith 
made his exit from — 2,000 feet. 
01ers 


Twenty airplanes of the 94th Pursuit 
Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich., flew 
to Langley Field, Va., recently to wit- 
ness a bombing demonstration, 





| Photo Department, 


RANDOLPH FIELD FLOODLIGHTS MOVED 


The War Department has advised that 
$2,000.00 will be allotted for the move- 
ment of the Northwest Flood Light in- 
stallation at Randolph Field to a loca- 
tion where they will not constitute a 
menace to taxying aircraft and yet fur- 
nish adequate illumination for that por- 
tion of the landing area now illuminated 
by these lights. From other available 
funds, the ramp in front of Hangar "U" 
and the area now occupied by the night 
lighting installation at the northwest 
corner of the building area will be ex- 
tended to provide a completely surfaced 
area, clear of obstacles, on which vis- 
iting aircraft may be maneuvered to and 
from this hangar. 

On December 9th, specifications and 


| blueprints furnished by the Materiel 
| Division were turned over to Captain 


E.V. Dunstan, Quartermaster: Corps, who 


| will advertise for bids and prosecute 


the’ contract for the relocation of the 
night lighting installation following 
the award, which will be made by the 
Quartermaster General. 

Notice was received from the Works 
Progress Administration of the alloca- 


i tion of Federal funds to the amount of 


$6,575.00 for waterproofing, painting, 
glazing and performing incidental and 
appurtenant work on buildings at Ran- 
doiph Field. The project requircs the 


, contribution of $1,560.00 by the sponsor 
| for materials, transportation, etc. The 


principal item in the project calls for 


_ the _mepceoeyd of doors and steel sash on 


ten hangars, seven having been completed 


| under a previous W.P.A, project. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC WORK AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


The Randolph Field Photo Department is 
boasting of a nation-wide circulation 
received by their picture of Captain 
Roger M, Ramey, Assistant Basic Stage 
Commander at the "West Point of the Air. 
and two Flying Cadets inspecting the in- 
stallation of the newly devised "eyebro\ 
slots for BT-9's. In addition to being 
used as a recent cover for the AIR CORFS 
NEWS LETTER, this photograph, made by 
Private Leslie Bland, AM 2nd Class, 
photographer, was published in approxi- 
mately fifty newspapers throughout the 
United States as well as in Hawaii, 

A photographic project, covering the 
taking of pictures of each Flying Cadet 
on the Basic Stage, a oe pty | 16C in 
number, has just been completed by Fri- 
vate lst Class Henry B. Scott, of the 
These pictures, in- 
formal views of the Cadets, seated in 
the cockpit of a BT-9, will be released 
by the Public Relations Office, Lieut. 
R.T. Wright is Photographic Officer and 
Corp. A.L. Barr is the noncommissioned 


| officer in charge of the Photo Dept. 


V-7933, A.C. 
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GLOSSARY OF FLYING CADET TERMINOLOGY 


By the Randolph Field Correspondent 


Presented here is the first of a se- 
ries of extracte from a mythical con-.. 
pee mor of Flying Cadet Phraseology. At: 

angele Field, although the Flying Ca- 
det Detachment does not have the back-~ 
ground of generations of students as has 
the United States Military Academy, a 
true esprit d'corps has been built up 
and is continuing to grow daily. 

The pe of the Cadets is dotted 
with ee y colorful expressions, new 
ones being added as the occasion arises. 
It is the purpose of this and subsequent 
extracts to ae 4 the Air Corps in gener- 
al abreast of the latest phraseology, 
Te: etc., for "It's the slang 
of today that's accepted tomorrow." 


Homing Device -~ A furlough or leave 
of absence, 

Hi! Ho! Silver! -- Used by mail order- 
ly to announce collection of mail, 

Black Wednesday -- Calesthenics wit 
rifles on that day. ; 

Country Club -- Randolph Field. 

Bird Dogging -- When a lower classman 
dances.with an upper classman's date. 

Get Eager -- To strive to the utmost. 

Rats -- Balls of lint that suddenly 
appear on the floor; most noticeable 
when a cadet is standing at attention 
during an inspection of. quarters. 

Mice -- Little "Rats." . 

Spin in -- Go to bed, or take a nap. 

Take off -- To leave at a high rate of 
vio hy -- A lied t thi 

aunchy -~ A name applie Oo anything 
that is dirty or in bad shape. 

Wash out ~- To be eliminated from 
flight training, or one who has been 
eliminated from the Cadet Detachment. 

Washing Machine --- The: Flight Command- 
er's airplane. 

The Grey Ghost -- The Stage Commander's 
airplane, so named because it's the last 
pine one rides in before being washed 
out, 

Push Button Pilots -- Those cadets who 
are assigned to Flights using PT-13's or 
PT-11's for training, as differentiated 
from those cadets who train on the more 
elderly PT-3's,. The PT-3's are consider- 
ed the more difficult. 

High Pockets -- Any Cadet in "A" 


Company, 
Wioners -~ The "B" Company Cadets, 
"Roll up your flaps" -- Stop talking. 
ar report -- A letter from a 
Cadet's girl friend. 

"Taxi up" -- Come here, 

"Mister" -- The name every Cadet is 
known by from the day he arrives at 
Randolph Field. 

And here is the examination on the 
first of the series dealing with Flying 
os ds phraseology. Solve the sentence 

elor: 





"Mister, quit birddogging and roll up I 


your flaps. Let's take off for the 
Country Club, because we're not push 
button pilots, and are liable to wind 
up in ier aeaiiine machine if we don't 
spin in early." | ‘ 

comm OD) O oe 


ARTILLERY ADJUSTMENT TRAINING AT KELLY 


The Observation Section, Air. Corps 
Advanced ob Soar School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, completed its customary brag | 
in artillery adjustment on December 9th. 
All of the 24 students undergoi in- 


- struction with this Section participat- 


ed and received this valuable training. 

The instruction was in direct charge 
of Captain Russell E, Randall, Air 
Corps, the Section Chief, and was held 
on the Stanley Reservation where the 
actual firing was conducted from Decem- 
ber 6th to 9th, inclusive, The Obdser- 
vation students operated from the C 
Bullis. landing field. Splendid cooper- 
ation and assistance was given whole- 
heartedly by the officers and men of 
the 15th Field Artillery, which contrib- 
uted in a large measure toward the suc- 
cess of the mission, 

A total of 192 rounds of smoke shell 
and 1320 rounds of H.E. shell was ex- 
pended in giving the Observation stu- 


| dents adequate experience in this most 


important phase of their training. 
- ---000~-- 


PILOT "SCENTS" LANDING GEAR TROUBLE 


Lieut. J.,A, Morris, Air Corps, of the 
79th Pursuit Squadron, was about 200 
miles from his home station, Barksdale 
Field, La., enroute to Wichita, Kansas, 
when he detected the odor of hydraulic 
fluid in the inclosed cockpit. He im- 
mediately tried to extend his landing 

ear and found that the wheels remained 

n their retracted pees ties Lieut. 
Morris then correctly assumed that a 
hydraulic fluid line was broken, 

There being no question about a "bell 
landing," the pilot returned to Barksdal« 
Field, and he landed "wheels up." The 
propeller was ed beyond eepers but 
otherwise the airplane escaped further 
damage save for a few bent cowlings. 

The Curtiss airplane factory is fur- 
nishing new fittings for the hydraulic 
system which will eliminate the possibil- 
ity of further ase + of this nature. 


Der ang the. month of November the in- 
eering Department of the San Antonio Air 
Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, overhauled 1 
airplanes and 99 engines, and repaired 
& total of 33 echt vm and 8 engines. 

~ 5 ---000--.- 


V-7933, A.C. 














ACTIVITIES OF LANGLEY FIELD PURSUITERS 


The main body of the 3érd Pursuit 
Squadron, Langley Field, Va., is now en- 
geged in gunnery qualifications at Valpa- 
raiso, Florida. A flight of ten PB-cA's, 
led by owl Russell L, Maughan; finally 
took eff from Langley Field on the after- 
noon of December Oth, after being held 
-. for two days by threatening weather 
along the route. Three other pilots; 
Captain Lane, Medical Corps, and twenty- 
four enlisted men accompanied the flight 
in a C-33 and a B-18. So rough was the 
air during the latter's flight that ru- 
mor reports only a few of the hardier 
men escaped the blight of air sickness. 

The fledglings, who reported from the 
October class of the Air Corps Training 
Center, were left behind to continue fa- 
miliarization work, Augmented by the 
arrival on December 5th of 2nd Lieut. 
C.0. Moffett, Air Reserve, who twas de- 
tained at the Kelly Field hospital due 
to illmess, this group has been "check- 
ing off" in the BC-l, under the direc- 
tion of Captain Bodle. 

The entire Souadron is eagerly awaitirg 
the P-36A's, delivery of which was pro- 
mised during December. 

Once more the 35th Pursuit Squadron 
returned to Langley Field, this time 
from the gunnery camp at Valparaiso, | 
Florida, where its "Warriors" qualified 
in aerial gunnery - yea, and they did 
it, for everyone qualified as "expert." 

The selection by the. 36th Pursuit 
Squadron of the range for tow target 
firing, just south of Virginia Beach, 
Va., proved to be a bad idea for the 
early part of December. No sooner had 
the firing started when the more enthu- 
siastic game sportsmen of the outfit, 
spyt g the thousands of wild ducks 
floating leisurely and unmolested in the 
back bay below them, contracted the 
hunting fever. They could hardly wait 
to get back on the ground to gather 
their "shootin' irons" and shove off for 
the wilds of the ae o3 Carolina swamps. 

~--—=—0U0--— 
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DROUGHT CONTINUES AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


The extended drought, which started. in 
June, .1938, continues unabated at Ran- 
dolph Field, Student training, while it 
has not been curtailed by the extreme 
lack of rain, has at least been made. un- 
Pleasant, instructors on both Primary 
and Basic stages claim, Clouds of dust 
h like a pall over all of the five 
auxiliary fields now in use, and when a 
group of instructors are on the ground, 
rading students on their accuracy land- 
ngs, many approaches go unnoticed, due 
to the poor vision horizontally. - 
Beginning with June, every month ex- 


' detailed as a: member of the Genera 





cept July has had less than the normal 
che 4 


| 


| the Basic Stage the class was approach- 
| ing. the 80-hour mark. 





rainfall, and most of these months have 
had less than half the usual amount. 
During July, a. total of 4,07 inches of 
rain fell, but since almost 3.50 inehes 
of this fell in one day, the remainder 
of the month was arid in the extreme. 
Despite this dry spell, however, the 
training has gone forward’ by leaps and 
bounds. . Thé present class on the Prima- 
A! Stage passed the 40-hour mark before 
the Christmas holidays started, and on 








With the usual 
course on the Primary Stage lasting 
about 65 hours, and that of the Basic 
State usually set atlO3 hours, unless a 
long spell of weather interferes both 
classes will finish their training 
ahead of schedule. , 

mew OY Om 


RANDOLPH FIELD A FAIRYLAND OF LIGHTS 
DURING CHRISTMAS. 





Dominated by its massive Administra- 
tion Building, an architectural gem dur- 
ing the day, Randolph Field becomes a 
veritable fairyland of lights during the 
Christmas season nights. Concealed 
flood lights illuminate the 170-foot 
tower, enhancing the beauty of an al- 
ready highly praised creation of archi- 
tectural perfection, Near the pinnacle 
of the building rows of Christmas lights 
have been placed, the general appearance 
being that of a gigantic Christmas tree, 
To further this themc, the powerful re- 
volving beacon on the peak of the build- 
ing appears as the star of Bethlehem, 
blinking its message of the holiday 
season, 

Other public buildings of the post, 
the Station Hospital, Air Corps ware- 
houses, each of the six enlisted men's 
barracks and, finally, the officers' 
quarters, all are gaily illuminated, 
both inside and out. Randolph Field has 
numerous evergreen trees around the va- 
rious buildings, and there are being: 
used as Christmas trees. 

Santa Claus arrived from the North 
Pole on the afternoon of the day before 
Christmas, making his first appearance 
atop the Administration Building, From 





| this vantage point he summoned all the 


children of Randoiph Field to a party 

in the Post Theatre, where they were 
presentéd with individual gifts. Captain 
John. W, Waterman, post chaplain, was in 
charge of the arrangements. 


--~-000--~- 


Lieut. Colonel Clinton W. Russell, Air 
Corps, has been relieved from assignment 
and duty at Hamilton Field, a and 


Staff Co 


s and assigned to the War De- 
partment 


eneral Staff, effective Janua~ 


ry 4, 1939. Colonel Russell is ‘under 
.| orders for duty in the Office of the 
ton, D.C. 
V+7933, A.C. 


Chief of Staff, Washing 


























SONS OF ARMY OFFICERS UNDERGO FLYING TRAINING 


Included in the membership of the pres- 


ent class undergoing instruction at the 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School at 
Kelly Field, Texas, is Flying Cadet 
Clarence Leonard Tinker, Jr., oc, & Stu- 
dent in the Pursuit Section, who is the 
son of Colonel Clarence L, Tinker, Air 
Corps, U.S. Army. 

Cadet Tinker, who reported at Kelly 
Field last October, upon eae sc from 
the Air Corps Primary Fl ng School at 
the "West Point of the Air," was born at 
Schofield Barracks, Oahu, 7.H., while 
his father was serving with’ the Infantry 
at that foreign service outpost. He re- 
ceived his education at the Riverside 
Junior College, Marin Junior College,and 
George Washington University, and while 
at the latter institution was affiliated 
for a year with its ROTC wnit. Prior to 
his agen nenens as a Flying Cadet, he 
made his home with his parents at Wash- 
ington, D.C., where his father, Colonel 
Tinker, is on or with the National 
Guard Bureau of the War Department. 

Colenel Tinker, who first entered the 
service as a member of the Philippine 
Constabulary in 1908, was engulahes a 
second lieutenant of Infantry, April 24, 
1912, He was promoted to First Lieuten- 
and on July 1, 1916; to Captain, May 15, 
1917; to Ma or, July 1, 1920, and trans- 
ferred to the Air Service on November 
25, 1921. He was ngpoaneee Lieut. Col. 
(temporary), March 2, 1935, and received 
his permanent appointment in that grade 
On August 1, 1935. He was promoted to 
his present grade on August 26, 1936, 
and was detailed to duty in the Office 
of the Chief of the National Guard 
Bureau of the War Department on December 
17, 1936. He is a graduate of the Air 
Service Pilots! School tg 2 the Air 
Service Observation School ( 921) the 
Air Service Tactical School (192 3, and 
the Command and General Staff School 
(1926). .He is on the General Staff 
Corps Eligible List, and holds the aero-'! 
nautical ratings of Military Airplane 
Pilot and Airplane Observer. He is also 
the pessessor of the Soldier's Medal, 
which was awarded him in 1936 for hero- 
ism displayed in rescuing a fellow offi- 
cer from a burning airplane. 

Flying Cadet Tinker, who expects to 
cranes from the Air Corps Training 

enter on wevrvary 15, 1939, has great 
aspirations of fo lowing in the foot- 
steps of his illustrious father. 

One of the prominent students now un- 
dergoing instruction at the Advanced Fly- 
ing Schooi, Kelly Field, is Flying Cade 
John Huie de Russy, who is a member of 
the Attack Section and who is descended 
from a long line of milit men, 

Cadet de Russy's father, Major Rene 
Edward de Russy, rtermaster Corps, is 





now on duty in the Quartermaster Gener- 


al's Office, Washington, D.C. Before 
being commissioned in the Regular P 
Major de Russy served with the 7lst In- 
fantry, National Guard of New York, and 
accompanied that apr to Santiago, 
Cuba, in April, 1898, when'it was mus- 
tered into the Federal service. He en- 
tered the second Officers' Training 


‘| Camp at Fort Myer, Va., and was commis- 


sioned lst Lieutenant, Coast Artillery 
Corps, in 1917, serving with the 74th 
Coast Artillery in France. 

Major de Russy is the son of Colonel 
R.E. de Russy, who was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant of Infantry in 1862, 
and served with distinction throughout 
the Civil War and in several Indian 
oer ns, He was discharged for phys- 
ical disability in 1886, 

Colonel R.E, de Russy was the son of 
General R.E. de Russy, the founder of 
this military family. General de Ruissy 
was graduated from the U.S. Military 
Academy in 1812, and was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant of Engineers, He 
served with distinction through the War 
of 1812, the Mexican War, and the Civil 
War, He rose to the grade of Brigadier 
General and Chief of Engineers, He 
died in 1865, nevesng been on active duty 
in the service of his country for 63 
yours: He served ag Adjutant and Super- 

ntendent of the U.S. Military Academy, 
and as Chief of Engineers, during his 
career, Fort de woes £ the beautiful 
Coast Artillery post in Kalia, Waikiki, 
in Honolulu, T.H., is named in his honor 

Cadet de Russy, who expects to gradu- 
ate from the Advanced Flying School on 
February 15, 1939, was born in Balti- 
more, Md. He attended the University of 
Hawaii in 1932-1933, and the U.S. Mili- 
tary Academy in 1936-1937. He had prior 
service as an enlisted man, 1 serv- 

d as Private in the 27th U.S, Infantry 
(Wo1fhounds) at Schofield Barracks 
%.H,, from July, 1934, to June, 1935. 

He graduated from the Air Corps Primary 
Flying School, Randolph Field, last 
October, when he reported at Kelly Field 
for advanced training. 

Upon successful completion of his 
course of instruction at the Air Corps 
Training Center, when he will receive 
his wings as Airplane Pilot and his com- 
mission as Second Lieutenant in the Air 
vert Reserve, Cadet de Russy has aspi- 
rations of following in the footsteps 
of his illustrious great-grandfather as 
a officer in the Regular 

my. 

-~--000--—-— 


Appresim bey 50 airplanes and office's 
f the lst Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field 
Mich,, were led in flight, under the com- 
mand of Major Lawrence P, Hickey, to 
Langley Field, Va., on December 13th, to 
witness a bombing exhibition, 


-3- V-7933, A.C. 
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FLYING CADST'S RG&PORT ON AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT, 
‘starts around. Personally the upper- 
A student of the Fursuit Section,ACAFS,' most thing in my mind was to stop 
who was involved in an aircraft accident | rolling. = 
recently while on a student navigetion | All of these things can be connected 
treining flight, was instructed by his with my first statement on the location 
Chief of Section to write a report on his of your head so I figure it as the most 
accident. The student reported as | important method of preventing ground 
follows: | loops." 
"Sir, the weather was cold and between | ---000--- 
Xelly Field and Tyler I lost. my pipe. , ; 
The P-12,as you probably know, Sir, is a/| MANY WEEK END VISITORS AT KELLY 
very drafty airplane and rather cramped | PIZLD 
to fly in. I tell you of this, Sir, in | . : ; 
hopes of establishing my mental condition’ Kelly Field, the venerable home of 
immediately proceding my unfortunate ac- | the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
cident. jusuelly plays host to many visiting Air 
I sighted Oklahoma City and shortly | Corps personnel, particularly over veek 
following, the airport. I turned a lit- | ends, when former "Grads" and others 
tle south so as to give myself a little | while on routine training navigation 


more time to look over the field. Final4 flights head for San Antonio. to visit 


ly, I saw the wind sock and it was paral~+old friends and haunts in the city 


lel to the Northwest-Southeast ‘runway where "The Sunshine Spends the Winter". 
with the small end of the sock to the '- Last week end (Dec. 16~19) was an un- 
Northeest. Being on the East side of usual crowded and busy one for mechan- 

the field I cut the gun and. turned to ‘ics and the like at Kelly. In addition 
land. All was well.. I continued ny (to the régular crowd of visiting planes 


glide and cautioned myself against going from all points of the compass, there 
to slow and then settled down to the bus-|descended upon the old airdrome several 
iness of landing. ‘flights of bombers from Hamilton,- Cha- 
: Am 5 going ue he 92, A est runway? = inute and Langley Fields. A flight of 
seieacinseay. chal’ Bosal’ Well’ I's, 'seven B-18's, Captain Julius T. Flock, 
glad that trip's over. Right there, Sir,| Commanding, arrived from Hamilton Fiel¢ 
I made my mistake. I had finished fly- | December 17th and included a crew 0: 
ing and the ship hadn't.’ She started to ; twenty-three officers and enlisted men. 
the right and not being on my toes I ap- ‘Another flight of two B-1€'s arrived o: 
plied too -mch correction. Around.to the December 16th from Langley Field with 
left I went. First the wing tip, then “a@jor VC. Goldsborough, commanding, 
she kind of hopped and the wheel gave way, end included a crew of fifteen officer 
with a sad crunching seund. The motor 2nd enlisted men, who came down to 

was still running so I turned off the | 600d old San Antonio to bask in. the 
gas, cut the switch and pushed the throt-, Sunshine and otherwise enjoy the salub- 
tle forward and got out. Cars degan to | Tious climate. Another B-18, which-got 
arrive, nobody paid much attention to me |avey from its base to escape even for a 


: : i brief period the icy cold blasts of 
PREY orb a GFoUE of Port Cee ee ee eae bared Bicia on 
looked. It sure was a sorry Sight. Lt, | December 16th, with Lieut. McCaffery, 
Bundy reminded me of the Form1 so I |pilot; Licut. Williams, co-pilot and 
filled it out and went back to the line, | 218° carried Colonel Cousins, BaJjor 
These ground loops are caused mostly bY Aynola’ (USN) + eave: Saw aewwrs 
the location of your head. There are = ° 


oereees secondary things that can =e 
em. First and most important is to be | : : 

en your toes.” Wen you get your tail (Kelly Field was once sgein happy. to, 
down it gives you a false sense of seCUr~| other’ ion s of visitors too numerous 
ity. Right then is when you start having ; a hag 

trouble. Observing the direction of the | "ot weiss. 

wind is also very imoortant. Landing in- . ee : 

to the wind is considered the best form. . Aerial mtety peecetcs See been 
Next your cheice of the place to lend. started by. the 27th Pursuit Squadron, 
When landing with a tail skid it -is best Selfridge Field, Mich. get pep 
to stay off the runway. If it. has been ne pr nb rote open ite Pa36 Fhe 
raining in the past few days it is better/0n #erial targets wi Ape 7 


i : ‘planes and, says the News Letter Cor- 
4 on — ree = aD eiacad | yamine "we find it very different 
Re eS ough sue» | from the older type airplanes. 


gests pouring the coal to her when she 
abn Vp7933, A.C. 


| By noon of December 19th, all planes 
| and crevs were headed for home and 





























KELLY FIELD FLYING CADET OFFICERS 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Each class of Flying Cofiete, 7éber Sag 
at the Air Corps Advanced Flying School 
for traini is supervised by a permanert 
Air Corps officer, who is the Commandant 
of the eee Cadets. This important as- 
signment is now ably filled by Captain 
John F, Wadman, Air Corps. To assist-him 
with details, Captain Wadman has a staff 
consisting of permanent commissioned and 
enlisted Air Corps personnel, and Flying 
Cadets from the class itself. These Fly- 
ing Cadets, who are especially selected | 
for their outstanding qualifications, 
such as education, ee | service, abil- 
ity, leadership, military bearing and 
neatness, and personality, are announced | 
in orders for the assignments and given 
the titles of Cadet Captain and Lieuten- | 
ants. They apg duties within the 
Cadet Unit which their corresponding rank | 
normally calls for. The Flying Cadet of- 
ficers of the present class are Robert 
Dick (cadet Lieutenant), John Huie de 
Russy (Cadet Lieutenant}, 

Jr. (Cadet Captain), and Roy William 
Gustafson (Cadet Lieutenant). They have 
held these responsible positions sincs 
their assignment to the Basic Stage at 
the Air Corps Primary Flying School, and 
the added experience gained should serve 
them in good stead when they receive 
their permanent assignments. 

Cadet Captain Fletcher, 25, the senior 
Flying Cadet officer, is from Scott,Ark., 
the residence of his parents - Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Fletcher, Sr. Fletcher grad- 
uated from Princeton University in June, 
1934, with an A,B, degree. He new holds 
a commission as lst Lieutenant, Field 
Artillery Reserve, and is assigned to the 
Observation Section for training. 

Cadet Lieutenant de Russy, 24, is from 
Washington, D.C., the residence of his 
parents, Major and Mrs. Rene Edward de 
Russy. Major de Russy is on duty in the 
Office of the Quartermaster General, War 
Department. Cadet de Russy, who is a 
great-grandson of General R.E. de Russy, 





Thomas Fletcher, | 


i receive their "wing 





for whom Fort de Russy is named, attend-_ 


ed the eed tah A Hawaii in 1932-33, 
and the United States Military Academy 
at West Point in 1936-37. Cadet deRussy 
had had prior enlisted service as a mem- 
ber of the famous 27th U.S. tates? 
(Wolfhounds), with station at Schofield 
Barracks, T.H., from July, 1934, to June, 
1935, He is now assigned to the Attack 
Section for training. 

Cadet Lieutenant Dick, 24, is from 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, His father - Hldon J. 
Dick - resides there, Dick attended the 
University of Tulsa in 1932-33, and the 
University of Cincinnati in 1933-37, 
éraduating from the latter jnstitution 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Aeronautical Engineering. He has had 
one year of duty with the 180th Infantry, 


| Oklahoma National Guard; four years of 


ROTC work at the University of Cincin- 
nati; and now holds a commission as 
second lieutenant in the Coast Artil- 
lery Corps Reserve, He is assigned to 
the Pursuit Section for training. 

Cadet Lieutenant Gustafson, 26, is 
from Seattle, Washington, where his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs, Henry Gustafson, 
reside. He graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Washington in April, 1935, with 
a B.S, degree in Aeronautical Engineer- 


' ing. He has had four years of Naval 


ROTC work at the University of Washing- 
ton, and until quite recently held a 
commission as Ensign (Class DV-G), 
United States Naval Reserve, which he 
resigned in order to become eligible 
for appointment as 2nd Lieutenant, Air 
Corps Reserve, upon the completion of 
his course of instruction at the Air 
Corps Advanced oe School. He is 
assigned to the Observation Section for 
training. 

Upon graduation, these young men will 
s," the rating of 
"Airplane Pilot," and will be commission 
ed as second lieutenants, Air Corps Re- 
serve, and placed on extended active 
duty with tactical units of the Air 
Corps, where they will also have the 
opportunity to qualify for commissions 
in the Regular Army as vacancies occur, 

Graduation Exercises for this Class 
(39-A), the largest one in the history 
of the Air Corps Training Center, and 
consisting of rour Regular Army offi- 
cers, six National Guard officers, and 
166 Flying Cadets - present strength - 
will be held at Kelly Field, Texas, on 
Wednesday, February 15, 1939. 


LIEUTENANT MACKEY COMPLETES 
RiFRESHER COURSE 
By the Kelly Field Correspondent 


Second Lieut. Joseph Creighton Mackey, 


| Air Reserve, who has been a student at 


the Air Corps Advanced Flying School 
Kelly Field, Texas, since November 25, 
1938, undergoing a refresher course of 
instruction for Air Corps Reserve of- 
ficers (non-graduates of the Air Corps 
Training Center), successfully complet- 


'ed the course on December 23, 1938, 





with ten other classmates. He is being 
retained at Kelly Field for duty as a 
Flying Instructor at the Advanced Fly- 
-s School, 

ieut, Mackey, who is 29 years of 
age, married, and whose home is in 
Columbus, Ohio,has had a very interest- 
ing and varied career in aeronautics, 
‘as evidenced by his many accomplish- 


( V~7933, A.C, 
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ments. He has been most prominent as an 
air show and a pilot, as well as 
flying instructor (commercial) sky writer 
and author. ; 

In May, 1936, he represented the Unite 
States in the Acrobatic Exhibition, held 
in Paris, France, and in December,, 1936, 
he won the Freddie Lund Trophy for Acro- 
datics at a competition héld at Miami, 
Florida - an invitational affair, partic- 
ipated in by five of the best known acro- 
batic pilots-in the United States. 

Lieut. Mackey was a team-mate of Colo- 
nel Roscoe Turner in both the Bendix Tro- 
phy Race (Los Angeles to Cleveland) in 
September, 1937, and the Thompson Trophy 
Race (at Cleveland) in September, 1938. 
He was leading the Bendix race when he 
was forced to drep out at St. Louis, due 
to engine trouble, his average speed out 
seang 265 miles per hour. In the Thomp- 
son Trophy Race he placed fifth with an 
average speed of 247 miles per hour for 
300 miles (30-mile course - ten laps), 

or which he was awarded a cash prize of 
1800.00. He piloted a Veddell-Williams 
monoplane, powered with a 500 horsepower | 
Pratt & Whitney "Hornet" engine, in both 
races. 

This young officer, who has had over 
2500 hours! flying time as pilot and who 
attended the Ohio State University (1925- 
1926), has participated in every major 
air show held in the United States during 
the past five years, at each one of which) 
he exhibited his famous bag of aerial 
tricks. He has in his possession about 
25 trophies of all descriptions which he 
won at intersectional as well as National 
Meets. 

He is the author of two well-known 
beoks-"Acrobatics" and "Sky Writing", 
both published by the Athens Aircraft Di- 
rectory of Athens, Ohio. 

He was appointed end Lieutenant, Air 
Corps Reserve, in August, 1932, from ci-~ | 
vilian life, and has had several short 
tours of active duty. While at Kelly 
Field, he was assigned to the Pursuit 
Section for training. 

~--~-cQo--= 


FLEDGLINGS HOPEFUL OF EMULATING BROTHERS 
By the Kelly Field Correspondent 














Four Flying Cadets, now undergoing in- 
struction at the Air Corps Advanced Fly- 
ing School, Kelly Field, have brothers 
in the Air Corps and Air Reserve, and 
they are looking forward to their grad- 
vation from the Air Corps Training Cen- 
ter on February 15, 1939, when they can 
join their older brothers, who are serv- 
ing with Air Corps units at widely sep- 
erated stations. These Oadets are Fred- 
erick N. Philbrick of the Attack Section; 


|@olph Field. 





and Marshall TF. Camp, Gerhard J. Schriev- 
- 6r,and Robert D. Van Auken, of the Pur-. 


- 


suit Section. 

Cadet Camp, 22, is from Arlington, 
Texas, where his mother - Mrs.Thomas 
J. Camp ~ resides. His brother, end 
Lieut. Wilbur D. Camp, Air Corps, grad- 
uated from Kelly Field, in Pursuit Av- 
jation, on February 15, 1936, and is 
now stationed at Barksdale Field, la. 
Cadet Camp attended North Texas Agri- 
cultural College in 1935-37. His mil- 
itary experience includes three CMT 
Camps, 2s years with the Texas Nat. 
Guard, and 15 years! ROTC work while a 


student at the North Texas Agricultural 


College. Frior to his appointment as 
Flying Cadet, he held the position of 
accountant. 

Cadet FPhilbrick, 24, is from Brook- 
line, Massachusetts, the residence of 
his mother, Mrs. Elizabeth M. Phil- 
brick. His brother, 2nd Lieut. Rich- 
ard W. Philbrick, Air Reserve, graduat- 
ed from Kelly Field, in Bombardmert Av- 
iation, on June 16, 1938, and is now 
stationed at. Mitchel Field. Cadet 
Philbrick had no prior military service 
upon his appointment as a Flying Cadet, 
being at that time employed as a 
mechanic. 

Cadet Schriever, 26, is from San An- 


tonio, Texas, where his mother - Mrs. 
Elizabeth Schriever - resides. His 
brother, 2nd Lieut. Bernard A. Schriev- 


er, Air Corps, graduated from Kelly 
Field, in Bombardment Aviation, on June 


| 29, 1933, and is now stationed at Ham- 


ilton Field, Calif. Cadet Schriever 
attended Texas A&M, St. Mary's Univer- 
sity, and the University of San Anton- 


io, intermittently during the years 
.1931-1938. He has had 1% years of ROTC 
work while a student at Texas A&M, 


Prior to his appointment as Flying Ca- 
det, he held the position of abstractor. 
Cadet Van Auken, 23, is from Chicago, 
Illinois. His brother, lst Lieut. Han- 
lon H. Van Auken, Air Corps, graduated 
from Kelly Field, in Pursuit Aviation, 
on October 12, 1929; and is now sta- 
tioned at Randolph Field. His mother, 
Mrs. Howard R. Van Auken, resides at 


| Fort Belvoir, Virginia, where another 


brother -lst Lieui. H. A. Van Auken, 
Medical Corps ~ is stationed. Cadet 
Van Auken attended Guilford College in 
1933-35, and the General Motors Insti-~ 
tute in 1936-38. He had no prior ser- 
vice upon receiving his appointment as 
Flying Cadet, being engaged at the time 
in engineering training. 

All four of these young hopeful em 
bryo pilots reperted at Kelly Field 
last October, upon graduation from the 
Air Corps Primary Flying School at Ran- 
Upon successful comole- 
tion of the course of instruction at 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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ACTIVITI IN HAWAIIAN DEP'T. | recently completed one of the most in- 

oS ee portant’ buildings on any post - a "Day 
The 23rd Bombardment Squadron partici- Room," It is certainly a great improve- 

ated in the Joint Anti-Aircraft - Air ment over the tent which was formerly 
orps Exercise, held from November 5 to | used, declares the News Letter Corres- 
16, 1938, and the results were cn, ger pondent. He adds that a number of 
satisfactory. Returning to normal rou- | pieces of new furniture have been ob- 
tine, Squadron personnel started looking | tained for the Day Room. 





forward to the holiday season. —eomnoee 
omnis The 50th Reconnaissance Squadron 
The 72nd Bombardment Squadron just settled down to normal operations on 


completed its participation in the Joint | November 16th, after two weeks of stren- 
Anti-Aircraft - Air Corps Exercise, 1938,) uous exercises during the anti-aircraft 
and which was considered very successful.; maneuvers, From this Squadron's stand- 
At this writing the Squadron is engaged | point, the exercises were successful, 

8 


in demolition bombing, and it is stated | and much valuable training was provided 

that the armament section is really on for its personnel, : 

the run, Demolition bombing exercises commenced 
----- on November 2lst, this. Squadron being 


_In the recently completed Joint Anti- | attached to the Headquarters and Head~ 
Aircraft - Air Corps Exercise, 1938, the — Squadron, 5th Bombardment Group, 
4th Reconnaissance Squadron enjoyed the or participation, 


almost unique experience of being used ~--000-~- 

&@s a reconnaissance force rather than 

its usual role as a bombardment force, NEW P-36's FOR 55TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 
The 4th Reconnaissance Squadron was | "Shuffle off to Buffalo" has been. the 

called upon to perform continuous sur- theme song for all the ranking officers 





veillance over two airports on Hawaii in the 55th Pursuit Squadron, Barksdale 
and to track opposing forces of any size. Field, La. Captain Nelson has made four 
It was necessary to plan on from seven | trips; lst Lieut. Sanders, three; and 
to nine-hour missions to accomplish this,; lst Lieut. Saxton, one. The Squadron 
and successful results were obtained. | now has sixteen new P-36's, and it won't 
-<--~= ' be long until each pilot in the Squadron 
The new B-18 airplanes of the 50th and | will be an airplane commander. 


| 
4th Reconnaissance Squadrons received o7Se Le Sey) eo ee 
their tactical baptism on November lst, | Lieut. "Montana" Miller had his first 
when the two Squadrons combined their | experience as a "belly lander," when the 
forces for a and night mission. As | pressure line on a P-36 broke as. he 


One squadron, t ey conducted the Quar- tried to let the landing gear down for e 
terly Load Test of Aircraft and made day | landing at Oklahoma City, Okla. Very _ 
and night bombing attacks on objectives | little damage was done to the plane, anc 


around Oahu, | no damage to "Montana," 
| 


~———e ———— 


From November 19th to December 2nd,the | The commissioned strength of the 55th 
4th Reconnaissance Squadron was engaged Pursuit Squadron was increased by two 
in demolition bombing conducted by the Regular officers from the last graduat- 
Sth Bombardment Group. All types of ing class of the Advanced Flying School 
bombs were dropped, the weight of the at Kelly Field. These two officers, 2n: 
demolition bombs varying from 100 to Lieuts, Ivan W. McElroy and Harold B,. 
1100 pounds. The targets used included Wright, have completed their familiarize 
PK er OA-3 hulls, slicks and other float-/| tion training on the P-36 and will be 
ing targets. This bombing was unique, ready for full squadron duty when the 


inasmuch as it was the first time this holidays are over. 
Squeeeee has ov. demolition bombs mene 
since the year 1 ‘ The enlisted strength of the 55th Pur- 
eoemaccnes suit Squadron has been materially in- 
The month of November Was a busy one creased since November 5th, From 64 men 


for the 23rd Bombardment Squadron, Upon on that date it was brought up to 83 at 
the completion of the Joint Anti-Aircraft4 the present writing. Sixteen of these 
Air Corps Exercises, this Squadron par- | new men in the Squadron have had previous 
ticipated in the 5th Bombardment Group service, and the other three are re- 
Demolition Bombing Exercises, With cruits. 
bombing missions scheduled for the day ---000--~ 
and cooperative tracking missions sched- 
uled for each night, airplanes and crews Colonel Arthur S, Cowan, Signal Corps, 
have been pretty busy. oe sae tog | with Army pbc : 
------- e early days and commanded the Signa 
The 3lst Bombardment Squadron, Hickam | Corps Aviation School, San Diego, Calif., 
Field, in its rehabilitation of the post, in 1913, retirea for age on A ril 14,'39. 
ete -9~ ~~” Wa79383, 4.0. 
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BOMBING PRACTICE IN HAWAII 


The News Letter Correspondent of the | 
5th Bombardment Group, Luke Field, T.H., | 
reper re that, after several years of fu-) 
tile efforts to find suitable targets on 
which to drop live demolition bombs, this) 
organization finally achieved success 


and has cass completed a period of in- 
tensive bombing agesae’ a variety of 
water targets during which some 1,028 | 


live bombs were expended, In addition 
to the regular allowance, fifty-two de- | 
molition bombs, including 600, 1100 and 
2000-pounders, were made available to 
the Group. Bombing was conducted on 
eight days.in. accordance with a prear- 
ranged schedule. 

Strange as it may seem, in this land 
of many islands, not one has been found 
that we can call our own as a bombing 
target, declares the News Letter Corres- 
pondent. Likewise, with all the miles 
of beach-line, not one foot has so far 
been obtainable for the placement of a | 
water target for demotition bombs. As a, 
result, it was necessary to obtain tar- | 
gets which could be towed out to sea for’ 
use as neem Betas. With the coopera-' 
tion of the Transportation Section of 
the Department Quartermaster Depot, a 
vessel was made available to the Group, 
and with its assistance various targets 
were towed to the bombing area south of 
Oahu and cast adrift. Condemned flying 
boat hulls, a rectangular frame type 
target and a "sea serpent". type all were | 
tried with varying success, The hulls 
furnished a good aiming point but were 
only good for a short period of memning 
before being sunk. A frame type targe 
made from a B-18 wing crate equipped 
with empty drums for additional flota- 
tion and covered with fabric had been 
built for use as a moored target for 
practice bombing. This was tried on one 
day but found to be unsuitable. Due to 
its construction, it was difficult to 
tow out to the range and,as soon as the 


fabric was damaged by hits, was practic- |, 


ally invisible. 


As a last resort, the Materiel Section 


wes called upon to design and build a 
target which could be towed out at a 
reasonable speed, could be seen without 
difficulty from bombing altitudes and 
which would stand up under demolition 
bombing, An additional requirement was 
that the target must be such that if 


broken up it would offer minimum hazard | 


to surface vessels. The result, design- 
ed and built with the cooperation of the 
Hawaiian Air Depot in about one and one- 
half “ee resembles a morster of the 
deep. t consists of a steel cable 
about 100 feet in length, to which are 
attached at 3-foot intervals empty oil 
drums painted yellow. ‘The assembly can 
be towed by one end, and when in posi- 
tion the ends fastened together. Its 
visibility is good, and it is practical- 
ly immune to damage. On the last day of 


| bombing, direct hits with 2000-pound 


| 15 to 30 seconds, 


venss>- 
fio 
| fore 
| been tabulated, but it 1s believed that 
| they will be satisfactory, considering 


| the limited recent bombing experierice 
| in the Group, 


| they will be commissioned as second 


| plane Pilots, and ordered to extended 





bombs caused the target to disappear for 
In spite of this, it 
would reappear, and was recovered on 
completion of the exercise, The only 
disadvantage of this type is that it 
does require the services of a towing 
This difficulty may be overcome 
the use of condemned life rafts or 
tation bags tied to a cable. These. 
can be carried on the deck of a rela- 
tively small boat and inflated just be- 

bole cast adrift. With this type 
a sea anchor would Pes advis- 

i 


able to reduce drift if a limited area 
Results of the bombing have not yet 





Was available for bombing. 


---000--— 


Fledglings at Kelly Field 
(Continued from Page 8 ) 
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lieutenants in the Air Reserve, awarded 
their hard fought for "wings" as Air- 


active duty with tactical units of the 
Regular-Army Air Corps,. thereby taking 
their rightful place alongside their 
Older brothers who, like themselves, 
successfully completed the very inten- 
sive course of instruction given by 
Uncle Sam's very exacting Air Corps 
. Training Center. 


Psat 


---000--— 
AIR CORPS CHIEF VISITS RANDOLPH FIELD 


Major General Henry H, Arnold, Chief 
of the Air Corps, visited the Primary 
| Flying School, pendo ih Field, Texas, 
on December 10th, while enroute to 
Washington, D.C., from the West Coast. 
During the course of his informal in- 
| spection of the School, considerable 
time was spent in the Cadet Detachment 
area, particular attention being paid 
to the two new barracks under construc-~ 
tion, the first of which will be com- 
| pleted about March 10th, according to 
the contractor. 

Following the inspection, General : 
Arnold addressed the entire Student Of- 
ficer Detachment. After welcoming the 
officers to the Air Corps and its train- 
ing, General Arnold reminisced on the 
'early days of military aviation when, 
instead of the complicated instrument 
boards of the modern airplane, the only 
instrument was a piece of string attach- 
ed to a strut, The string indicated, by 
its streamline, whether the planes of 
olden s were flying straight and 
level, climbing, gliding, or slipping. | 

After remaining overnight as the gues” 
of Brigadier General Barton K, Yount, _ 
commanding the Training Center, General 
a t for Bolling Field, D.C. . 





V-7933, A.C. 














li 
| 
| 
| 
; 








—_ —— eee 


-Randolph Field three times each year. 


VETERAN DISPATCHER STILL ON DUTY AT 
PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL. 


"Students and Instructors may come and 
students and Instructors may go, but 
Sergeant Leonard stays on forever" is a 
saying on the Primary Stage at Randolph 
Field that is more truth than poetry. 
Since September, 1923, more than 15 
years ago, the records of every student 

ilot, arriving with the hope of becom- 
ng a qualified pilot, has passedthrough 
the office of Sergeant Dale F. Leonard, , 

Starting in the early s of the Pri-| 
mary Flying School at Brooks Field, the , 
veteran noncommissioned officer, who is 
now chief clerk on the Primary Stage, | 





has seen more than 4,000 students come 
and go through the school. Many of them 
fell by the wayside, but almost every 
pilot now in the service, who was a stu-' 
dent at Brooks or Randolph Fields, has a! 
page in Sergeant Leonard's record book. . 
Not one student in @ hundred who grad-} 
uated knows Sergeant Leonard personally, , 
however, unless he has served with him 
after graduation, for only "Washouits" 
who report to the Stage House for their | 
final ride with the Stage Commander have) 
come in contact with him. The others 
who successfully completed the course | 
may not know Sergeant Leonard, but he | 
knows them for, in addition to handling | 
their records of various sorts, he sees | 
the Identification Boards covered with | 
individual pictures almost daily, and 
thus becomes acquainted with every one | 
of the 350 student pilots who report at | 


Except for a short tour in Panama, 
Sergeant Leonard has been on duty con- | 
tinuously on the Primary Stage. He is | 
now Chief Clerk on that Stage with a | 
staff of 13 enlisted men, | 
--~-000--- | 


CLASS 39-A REACHES HALF-WAY MARK 


The prea’ class now undergoing in- 
struction at the Air Corps Advanced Fly- 
ing School, Kelly Field, Texas, has 
reached its oper | mark in the course 
of instruction at this School, with sat-: 
isfactory progress by all sections in 
we flying and ground school instruc- 
on, a 
All training was suspended from Friday, 
December 23rd, to Monday, January 2nd. | 
Practically the entire membership of the; 
class (consisting of 4 Regular Army of- | 
ficers, 6 National Guard officers and | 
166 Flying Cadets) have taken advantage | 
of this lull in activity by availing | 
themselves of short leaves of absence 
and furloughs to visit their homes over | 
the Christmas: holidays and to relax from’ 
their very active two months spent at | 
Kelly Field. . 
s class is.scheduled to graduate | 
from the Air Corps Training Center on | 
(Continued on Page 13) . 
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| living on the f 
' temporary quarters didn't need to read 


| vagaries of t 
| angytes weather just experienced, as 
we 


aki. . V-7933, A.C. 





KELLY FIELD VISITED BY COLD SNAP 


On the morning of December 15th, Kelly 
Field residents awakened with the 
shivers, and one and all began to stir 
around and "take readings" of available 
thermometers, These registered this 
year's low of 22 freezing degrees, In 
downtown San Antonio (where the Sunshine 
Spends the Winter). the more fortunate 
residents of that fair city ny Sg more 
or less balmy weather of a mere 33 de- 
grees, As a result of this "freak" cli- 
matic condition, an unbelieving local 
press alternately described it in its 
columms as "unusual" and "phenomenon," 
In one of the city's newspapers, Mr. J.H. 
Jarboe, local United States Meteorolo- 
es was quoted as saying that this 

reak and unusual "phenomenon" was caus- 
ed by "rapid radiation." 

According to the Kelly Field Syereepen 
dent, what Mr. Jarboe had to say on the 
ee may be so, but it was mighty 
cold regardless, and all the personnel 

{eld in the old, war-time 


the articles appearing in the local 
press to learn about the said "phenome- 
non," All they knew and were concerned 


| about was that there was no "radiation" 
| present - but cold, YES! 


All concerned trust that the new quar- 
ters which are now being built at Kelly 


Field will be completed before next win- 


| ter so that they may afford the garrison 


a@ measure of protection against the 
Fe "unusual" a la Los 


1 as the annoying dust condition ob- 


power = due to a seven month long Grade . 


drough 
---000--~ 


AERIAL GUNNERY PRACTICE FOR PURSUITERS 


The 94th Pursuit Squadron, lst Pursuit 
Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., started 


| making preparations to leave on January 


5th for Valparaiso, Florida, for ay 
practice, which is slated to continue 
until about March 1, 1939. 

The advance echelon, oe pate of 
eight trucks and one ambulance, trans- 
nag 110 men under the command of 2nd 

ieut. Charles W. Stark, Jr., Air Corps, 
was scheduled to move toward Valparaiso 
on January 2nd. Thirty P-35 and P-36A 
Pursuit planes were to proceed to Valpa- 
raiso on the same date, while four 
P-~36A's are to remain home for Winter 


Test Exercises. The-remainder of the 


lst Pursuit Group squadrons, consisting 
of the 17th, 27th and tron opt 
Squadrons, will send flights at separate 
ed Coetgrates periods for attachment to 
the 94th Squadron, | 9 
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THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE FLYING FORTRESS 
Submitted by lst Lieut. D.M. Kilpatrick, Air Corps 


the 3-17 Flying Fortress is today uni- | 
verselly regarded throughout the Air 
Corps as a marvelously efficient bon- 
bardment airplane, and the once loud 
prophecies of pessimistic critics are 
conspicuous by their absence. Some of 
the glib announcements of these prophets | 
of doom were that the Flying Fortress | 
was too much airplane for any but super-| 
pilots; that it could not be operated 
except from mammoth airdromes and under | 
perfect conditions; that it couldn't be 
kept in commission; and that it would 
have a high accident rate. 


We, of the Second Bombardment Group, 
take such pride in the achievements of | 
our Flying Fortresses that we gladly 
run the risk of boring the readers of 
the Air Corps News Letter with a few. | 
statistics and historical facts. 

The first B-17 was delivered on March 
1, 1937, and the 12th B-17 on August 5, 
1937. As of December lst, these 12 air- 
planes have flown 9,293 hours over land | 
and sea, in summer and winter, in fog 
and ice, and-even in good weather on oc-| 
casions. This total of hours corres- 
ponds to over 1,800,000 miles of flight, | 
which is equal to 72 circumnmavigations | 
of the earth at the equator, or to 
about 122 circumnavigations of the 
earth on the route flown by Howard 
Hughes. Such a record proves that 
these airplanes can be and have been 
kept in commission a very large percent-| 
age of the time. 

It is admitted that our accident rate 
has been high. So high, that out of 
the original 12 B-17's delivered to us, 
we have only le left. Furthermore, 
these airplanes are in as excellent fly-| 
ing condition today as they were when 
they rolled out of the Boeing Factory. 

We likewise admit that we have not, 
as yet, operated from any cow pastures | 
or cotton fields, but that we have land-| 
ed and taken off from very ordinary air-! 
ports with no trouble whatsoever. An | 
examination of the following list of 
fields in which the Group Flagship, 

B-17 No. BB~10, had landed, will prove | 
our contention that the B~17 airplane | 
can operate from any field from which | 
any other modern tactical airplane can | 
operate: | 

Langley Field, Va. 

Municipal Airport, Miami, Fla. 
| 
| 


\ 
| 


Randolph Field, Texas 
Fort Riley, Kans. 
Patterson Field, Ohio 
Fort Leavenworth, Kans. 
Mitchel Field, N.Y. 


Hamilton Field, Calif. 
March Field, Calif. | 
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Coalinga, Calif. 
Sacramento, Calif. 
Bakersfield, Calif. 
Oakland, Calif. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Newark, N.d. 
Bolling Field, Washington,D.C. 
East Boston, Mass. 
Brainard Field, Hartford, 
Pope Field, N.C. 

Lowry Field, Denver, Colo. 

Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla. 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio 

Santa Monica, Calif. 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Phoenix, Ariz. 

Scott. Field, I1l. 

Middletown Air Depot,Middletown,Pa. 

El Paso, Texas 

Barksdale Field, La. 

Biggs Field, Texas 

Maxwell Field, Ala. 

Lima, Peru 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Santiago, Chile 

Albrook Field, C.Z. 

France Field, Panama, 

Harrisburg, Pa. 

Aberdeen, Md. 

Orlando, Fla. 

Tampa, Fla. 

Rocky Mount, N.C. 

Winslow, Ariz. 

Bowman Field, Louisville, Ky. 

Our airplane commanders are selectec 
by seniority from all Group officers, 
except those whose qualifications as 
staff officers require them to func- 
tion as such, and furthermore, every 
officer of the Group who attains the 
minimum required number of years ana 
hours of flying experience is checked 
off on a Bel? at the first opportunitj 
Our airplane commanders, at present, 
are’ 


Conn. ° 


6.2. 





Lt.Col. Robert Olds No. 10 
Maj. V.d.Meloy =; & 
Maj. H.L. George " €2 
Maj. C.V. Haynes n §686 
Capt. H.M.Wittkop * 6 
Capt. R.B. Williams " 81 
Capt. C.B. McDaniel n 66 
Capt. W.D. Old " 82 
Capt. <A.L. Harvey ee 83. 
Capt. D.H. Alkire " 6 6él 
Capt. N.B. Harding n 652 
Capt. Fd. Lauer " 650 
Other fully qualified B-17 pilots, 


who heve flown many hours as alter- 
nate airplane commanders, include: 


Maj. E.R. McReynolds 
Capt. 3B.W. Chidlaw 
Capt. J.S. Mills 
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Capt. R.E, Koon lst Lt. E.L. Tucker 
Capt, C,E. O'Connor 
Capt. F.,H. Robinson lst Lt. W.A, Matheny | 
Capt. R.F, Travis lst Lt. W,C. Bentley 
lst Lt. C.B. LeMay lst Lt. F.2E,Glantzberg 
lst Lt, J.W. Egan 

Of those who have been transferred to 
other stations =" this period, the 
following pio wer B-17 pilots contribut- 
ed many noteworthy flights prior to 
their departure: 

Major Barney M, Giles 

Major John K, McDuffie 

Captain Cornelius W. Cousland | 

Captain Archibald Y. Smith 

We remember with pride the following 
achievements: 


The East-West continental record by 
Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds of twelve 
hours and fifty minutes, 








The West-Hast Continental record by 
Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds of ten hours 
and forty-six minutes, 


lst Lt. W.H. Higgins, . 


| ceived from POPULAR 


Fla., to Buenos Aires, Argentina, in two: 


hops, with a total of 26 hours and 5O 
minutes flying time for the distance of 
5036 miles. This time included time 
lost in assembly, mending 

The flight of three B- 
Colombia, 

The interception of the liner REX 
about 650 miles from New York. 

The very successful participation in 
Joint Army-Navy Exercise, requiring many 
hours of flight hundreds of miles at 


7's to Bogota, 


hours of tactical operation 
above 20,000 feet in the recent Fort 
Bragg anti-aircraft exercise. 


We hope that the above explains the 
mixture of confidence and pride with 
which we regard our Flying Fortresses. 


~---0U0——— 


FLYING CADET DETACHMENT NOTES 


Almost all of the October class at the 
Air Corps Primary Flying School,Randolph 
Field, Texas, have been fitted with the 
trousers of the flying cadet uniform, 
The initial issue consists of two pairs 
of trousers and one blouse, To date 
about eighty blouses remain to delivered 
ana about five pairs of trousers. Hope 
was expressed that the initial issue of 
Flying Cadet uniforms would be completed 
before the Christmas holidays, which be- 
gan on December 22nd. 

All Flying Cadets are allowed furlo 
during the Christmas holidays which will 
last until 6:50 p.m., January 2, 1939. 
Judging from the number of applications 
for furlough which had been submitted, 
indications point to very few Ls fg 
Cadets remaining: at Randolph Field dur- 
ing the holidays. ‘ Nor 

~--000--— 


all 





| 
The flight of six B-17's from Miami, | 
| 
| 
| 


| in the 


{ 


MORE COMMENTS ON ARMY AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 


Apropos of the rotaprint insert in the 
previous issue 2f the News Letter show- 
ing the reproduction of a photograph of 
an Army airplane in a banking position, 
and underneath same a chp gy from 
the December issue of POPULAR AVIATION 
embodying the hint that Army aerial 
photographers should display more. - 
ra cee e in their "shots" of airplanes in 
flight, the following comment was re- 
VIATION: 

"We are extremely well pleased to see 
that the Army Air Corps can take criti- 
‘cism in the light in which it is given. 
As you know, we have been so ‘starved! 
for fine first-class aviation photo- 
graphs that we have had to use an un- 
common number of British pictures to 
adequately illustrate articles. There 
have been many times when we would have 


| welcomed shots made by either Army or 


Navy photographers in this country. How- 
ever, you know exactly how much coopera- 
tion we have gotten along these lines 
past. 

POPULAR AVIATION expresses the hope 


| that the comments now and previously 


and take-offs. made on aerial photography will spur Air 


Corps photo sections into one some 
thing about the situation which will 
have the effect of "pepping aviation 


" 
yak, ag hs. Its sister Dab Trostion - 


OPULAR PHOTOGRAPHY - has expressed its 
willingness to pass on — advice or 
suggestions of a technical nature that 


might help Army photographers in making 
a better photographic showing to the 
public. 

--~000--- 


Class 39-4 Reaches Half-Way Mark 
(Continued from Page 11) 
February 15, 1939, when graduation cere- 

monies will’ be held at Kelly Field, 

The oc | of the Air Corps Advanced 
Flying. School consists of the followin,, 
Air Corps officers: 


Commandant - Colonel Frank D. Lackland 
Assistant Commandant and Commandant of 

Student Officers - Colonel E,H. Lohman 
Senior Flight Surgeon ~ Lieut. Colonel 
' Lloyd W. Ballantyne, Medical Corps. 
Secretary - Major Harvey W,. Prosser. 
Director of Flying Training - Major 

Isaiah Davies. , 
Director of Ground Training - Major 

Albert B, Pitts. 

Senior Instructors 
Bombardmen 








ection - Major John V. Hart 
Obs. Section - Captain Russell E. 
Randall, 
Pursuit Section - Captain Burton M, 
Hovey, Jr. 
Attack Section - ye gene Edgar R, Todd 
. Commandant of. Cadets 
Captain Jo! » Wa 
o— tae V-7933, A.C... 
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DESIRED CYLINDER HEAD TEMPERATURES 





By a Materiel Division Mgineer 


Recently, in connection with cowl flap 
stops installed on A-17 and A-17A air- | 
pinnae, the question of desired cylinder 
1ead temperatures during normal opera- 
tion has arisen, Apparently some misin- 
formation has become widely accepted to 
the effect that the minimum temperature 
for efficient operation is 200° ¢. Actu- 
ally, 200° C. is too high for cruising 
temperatures. Desired temperatures 
should be from 140° to 180° C., 

The reason for reduci the cylinder 
head temperatures below 200° C for 
cruising is not because of any differ- 
ence in the efficiency of power of the 
engine, but to prolong tae life of the 
cylinder head and to reduce the amount 
of carbon formation and sludging in the | 
oil, There will be no measurable differ- 
ence in power output of the engine, at 
the same r.p.m. and manifold pressure, 
with cylinder heads at 140° or 200° C. 
There is not enough difference in the 
temperatures of the internal parts of 
the engine to affect apprecia ly fric- 
tion horsepower and, likewise, the tem- 
perature difference is not enough to 
cause noticeable difference in volumet- 
ric efficiencies. In otaer words, it 
makes little difference to the engine, 
as a@ power generating machine, whsther 
its cylinder head temperatures are 140° 
C or 2009 C, but it does make consider- 
able difference with a number of indi- 
vidual parts. Obviously, cylinder head 
temperatures considerably below 140° C 
or considerably above 200° C would af- 
fect power. ” 

Aluminum and most of its alloys have 
very poor high temperature character- 
istics. Their strength and fatigue pro-| 

erties drop off rapidly with an increase 

n temperature, For example, an alunin-| 

um casting will withstand 23,600 lbs./ | 
min, (yield point, stavilized) at room | 
temperature, but will withstand only | 
17,500 lbs./sc. in. when stabilized at | 
20006, Similar values for 160° C, and | 
220° C are respectively 19,500 p.s i. 
and 16,200 »v.s.i. The drop in strength | 
| 


is not in direct proportion to tempera- 
ture; it becomes more rapid at higher 
temperatures, As example, the decrease 
in strength in the_20° C rise between 
200 to 220° C is 23 per cent greater 
than in a corresponding rise between 
160° to 1809 C, Wo actual values are | 
available on the fatigue characteristics | 
of aluminum castings at elevated temper- | 
atures. Experience indicates, however, 
that the eee limits will follow tho 
same general trend as. the tensil. proper- 
ties of specimens stabilized at elévated 
temperatures. . , 

Commercial air line experience indi- 
cates that with normal cruising tempera- 
tures of 2000 and above, cylinder head 











| side 
' barrel temperatures are high, it indi- 
| cates that the piston is hotter than 


failures become much more frequent than 
when the temperatures are held below 
200° C. The longer the cylinders are in 


| Operation the greater becomes the fre- 


quency of failure, In some instances, 
in the interest of safety, 100 per cent 
cylinder replacements were made after 
1200 hours' operation. 

gsader head temperatures in excess 
of 200° C under some conditions must, of 
necessity, be accepted. In general, 
such temperatures in properly coolei in- . 
stallations will be of relatively short 


| duration, such as during take-off,climb 
' and, in case of failure of an engine in 


multi-éngined equipment, during opera- 
tion of the single engine. Although 
these temperatures do affect the cyiin- 
der life, it is the continuous tempera- 
ture that has the greatest effect. A 
temperature in excess of that specified 
as maximum for take-off and climb, or 
prolonged operation at that temperature 
will adversely affect the tensile 
strength and may result in early cylin- 


| der failure. 


Cylinder head temperatures as measur- 


'ed by the spark plug gasket thermo- 


couple are a relative indication of the 


| entire cylinder temperature. If the 


heads are excessively hot, the cylinder 


| barrels will be correspondingly hot, 


Piston heat is relieved in two ways; 
the major portion is conducted through 
tae piston rings and skirt to the cyl- 
inger walls, the remainder conducted to 
the oe oil splashed on the under 

of the piston. If the cylinder 


desired. Under these conditions the 
oil contacting the pistons tends to 
"coke" and forms flake carbon. The car- 
bon remains on the piston until it 
builds up to such an extent that its 
weight causes it to fall off during op- 
eration and collect in the oil system. 
This flake carbon circulates through the 
tank and lodges on the oil strainer, re- 
sulti in collapsed screens, plugged 
Cuno filters and reduction in oil pres- 
sures. In addition, the 011 lubricating 
the piston rings becomes "coked" and 
causes the rings to stick. Stuck rings 


| result in blow-by, loss of power, oil 


loss from the breathers, and eventual 
piston seizure. Identical engines, in-~ 
stalled in different airplanes in which 
the cooling in oue has been satisfactory, 
and in the other unsatisfactory, have 
proved without question the increased 
difficulties Res expected in the in- 
stallations that operate with unsatis- 
factory cooling. 

The minimum cylinder head temperatures, 
if ever specified, are principally for 


| the purpose of insuring that the spark 
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plugs have reached a high enough tempera- 
ure to burn any accumulated oil off the 
points. The noe of present. day 
fi 8 are termed "cold running,". meaning 
they are built to cool under adverse 
conditions of —" power output, and 
therefore are not quite as efficient in 
the avoidance of fouling at very reduced 
temperatures. Obviously, too, at very 
low cylinder temperatures the oil on the 
cylinder walls would not. flow freely and. 


inadequate lubrication might result. | 


Cylinder head temperatures of 100° © and 
above are sufficient for adequate lubri-~ 





cation and usually for proper spark plug 
functioning, 

Cylinder head temperature measurements 
are not as accurate as might be desired. 
Because a Meg Mie gauge is necessary 
to withstand vibra ion, the gauge error . 
may be as large as 73°30 at 200° C. The 
accuracy is also affected by improper 
installation or dirt or grease under the 
gasket. The temperatures indicated by 
the spark plug thermocouples are usually 
less than the actual head temperatures 
which could only be recorded by more ac- 
curate thermocorple installations. This 
difference is recognized in choosing op- 
erating limits. The installation as now 
standard is in general satisfactory and 
prevegee a practical guide for safe oper- 
ation, 

In closing, it may be restated that 
the engine power output will not vary 
appreciably with cylinder head tempera- 
tures from 140° C to 2009 C, Cylinder | 
head temperatures of 200° C and ebove, 
if continuous, definitely reduce the op- 
erating life of the cylinder. 


PURPLE HEART DECORATION FOR MARCH 
FIELD ENLISTED MAN, 


Sergeant James Barry, 8th Signet Ser- 
vice ars 37 March Field, Calif., re- 
ceived o ficial notice recently that he 
will be awarded the Purple Heart on ac- 
coant ef a wound received in action, 
Anguss 29, 1918, while SORVANE as a pri- 
vate first class, Battery C, 108th Field 
Artillery, 

Sergeant Barry, in the face of heavy 
fire, rescued a wounded soldier, In ef- 
fecting the rescue he received a severe 
shoulder wound, Recently he has been 
recommended for the Soldier's Medal in 
connection with heroic rescue work dur- 
ing the disastrous flood which swept 
Over Southern California in March, 1937, 


---000-—— 


Under Special Orders of the War De- 
partment, recently issued, Master Ser- 
John’ Bollinger, of Base Headquar-~ 


ers and Second Air Base Squadron, Gen- |4 


eral Headquarters Air Force, is placed 
On the retired list at Mitchel Field, 
N.Y,, effective December 31, 1938, and 
will be sent to his home. 
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DISTINGUISHED VISITORS AT RANDOLPH FIELL 


Randolph Field, Texas, the "West Point 
of the Air," received numerous distin- 


guished visitors during the month of De- 


cember, Major General Henry H, Arnold, 
Chief of the Air Corps, dropped in for 


an overnight stay, which is described in 


detail elsewhere in this issue. 

Two officers of the French Air Force, 
Colonel Paul J.J. Gama, newly appointed 
Commanding Officer of the Istres Air 
Training Center, France, and Lieut. Col. 
Rene P.G. Weiser, French Air Attache in 


Washington, D.C., inspected the function > 


ing of the pele, Flying School on De- 
cember 20th and 2ist, A complete tour 
of both Primary and Basic Stages was ar- 
ranged by Brigadier General Barton K, 
Yount and Lieut. Colonel John B. Brooks, 
Commanding General of the Air Corps 
Training Center_and Commanding Officer 
of Randolph Field, respectively. 
Considerable interest was evinced by 
the visitors in the details of student 
training, the methods of instruction anc 
the type of equipment used. Since the 
visitors spoke only French, Captain 


Donald B, Phillips, of Randolph Field, 
and Lieut. Joseph Conigliaro, Coast Ar- 
tillery Corps, a student officer at the 


Primary Flying School, acted as inter- 
preters, 

Congressman-elect Albert L, Vreeland, 
of the llth New Jersey District, was 
another visitorat Randolph Field earlier 
in the monta.’ He mad= a tow of the 
station, accompanied by General Yount 
and Colonel Brooks. 

Another visitor was Brigadier General 
A.O. Seeman, Assistant termaster 
General in Charge of Construction,. who 
viewed the progress of construction of 
the two new Piying Cadet barracks which, 
according to the contract, will be com- 
pleted in the spring. General Seeman 
was accompanied by Captain Z.V. Dunstan, 
Construction Quartermaster in this vicin 


ity, and Captain F,H, Kuhn, Randolph 
.Field Quartermaster Officer. 


Senator Alberto Salinas y Carranza, of 
Mexico City, completed the list of dis- 
tinguished visitors for December, A 
preparatory schoolmate of Colonel Brooks 
at Manlius Academy, N,Y., during the 
years 1909-10-11, Senator Salinas y 
Carranza, shortly thereafter, went into 
aviation, taking his training at the old 
Hempstead, Long Island, N.Y., airdrome 
in 1912. After serving for several year: 
as a Colonel in the Mexican Army, -he re- 
signed his commission to become a senator 


~--000--— 


Cold weather pozvice tests will be con- 
ducted at Selfridge Field and Oscoda, 
ich,, during January, on approximate 
1] airplanes of various types. e tests 
will be conducted on newly developed 
equipment and standard aircraft ‘- pmen’ 
Engineering and gperating pee - will 
thus_be Sow Eo with the procsems 
involved in cold weather operation, 
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STATUS OF REFRESHER TRAINING OF 
AIR RESERVE OFFICERS. 


Of the 19 Air Reserve officers under- 
going the refresher training course at 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, eleven were schedul- 
ed to complete same on December 23, 
1938, and then be ordered to extended 
active duty with tactical units of the 
Air Corps, These officers, who are non- | 
graduetes of the Air Corps Training Cen- 
oe are rated as "Airplane Pilots," 
and are: 


| 








Total 
2nd Lieutenants Flying Time , 
Armstrong, Wiiliam C 1,000 | 
Lakewood, Ohio 
Beckwith, James 0., Jr. 2,500 
Burlington, V+. 
Gibboney, Lawrence R, 2,700 
Cincinnati, Chio 
Hawkins, Walter L. 2,400 


Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Holmes, William W. 750 
Mineral Wells, Texas | 


Koster, Rebert J. 1,600 
Mt, Washington, Ohio 

Langmack, Charles J, 2,400 
Albany, Oregon 

Mackey, Joseph C. 2,500 
Columbus, Ohio | 

McCurdy, ene 1,900 
Quinton, Okla. 

O' Guinn, Claud A. 700 

ifton, Ua, 
Postal, Frederick H, 708 


Chicago, Ill, 

(Note: Lieuts. Armstrong, Hawkins 
and Mackey specialized in Pursuit | 
Aviation and the remaining offi- 
cers in Attack Aviation, The . 
flying time is approximate. 

The other eig).t Reserve second iieut- 
enants who are still undergoing training 
at Kelly Field foeven in Bombardment and 
one - Lewis M, Sanders-in Pursuit) are: 
Fred M. Morgan Charles W. Maynard 
John 4, Laird Alvin J.H, Mueller 
Lewis M, Sanders* Inuther E, Thomas 
Norman K, Warner Cloyce J. Tippett 

*Sick at Station Hospital at Fort 

Sam Houston, Texas. 

It is not known at this time when the 
above eight officers will complete the 
prescribed course. 

The following Air Reserve officers 
reported at Kelly Field on December 19, 
1938, for the advanced portion of the 





refresher course for Reserve officers: 
Second Lieuts. Don D. Cascio, Staten | 


Island, N.Y. 
Miller, Coffeyville, Kansas 
hours, § 


(700 hours) and John A.H, 
(1600 


~-~-000--- 
Major Charles M. Savage, Air Corps,has 


been relieved from duty at the Rockwell 
Air Depot, Coronado, Calif., and assign- 





ed to the 2nd Balloon Squadron at Fort 
Bregg, N.C. 
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CHARITY FAIR PROFIT MORE THAN $7,500 


A profit of between $7,500 and $8,000 
was foreseen for the Langley Field 
Charity Fair, held on December 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th, by officers of the Finance Com- 
mittee who are making a final report on 
the three-day event. They reported 
that the receipts exceeded last year's 
Fair by $2,000. 

The expenses this year trebled those 
of the first Fair held last year. Eight 
hangars were utilized instead of five, 
requiring increased arrangements, light- 
ing and equipment. Although the 50,000 
attendance was 10,000 above last year's, 
it was not as high as officials had an- 
ticipated, because of the inclement 
weather. 

A large part of the expenses were at- 
tribvited to the Charity Ball, which was 
Lela on December 3rd at the Langley 
Field Gymasium, This venture was said 
to have been one of the most impresgeive 
social affairs ever held on the 


| Peninsula. 


Mevor James V,. Bickford, of Hampton, 
announced that the total quota realized 
by Hampton, Phoebus and Hlizabeth City 
county from the proceeds of the second 
annual Peninsula Charity Fair was 
$1,551.00. Hampton and the county re- 
ceived $1,034.06, and Phoebus was the 
recipient of $517.00, to be distributed 
among charitable institutions, and for 
the eid of the needy at Christmas time. 

York and Warwick counties each receiv- 
ed $200.00 us their share, The largest 
share - $1,749.00 - was turned over to 
the Newport News authorities. 


---000--- 


1sT PURSUIT PILOTS IN GUNNERY EXERCISES 


The following-named officers of the 
94th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, 
Mich., will participate in the forthcom- 
ing gunnery exercises at Valparaiso, 


| Florida, for the eet indicated: 
uv 


From January 5th to <Sth, inclusive: 
Captain Joon F, kgan and lst Lieut. 
Winssow C. Morse, Air Corps; 2nd Lieuts. 





' Charles BE, Trostel, Marvin L. McNickle, 


Charles E, Grogan, Andrew D, Moore, 
Melvin F, McNickle, Dale D. Brannon, 
George M. MacNicol, Hamilton McClure, 
James R, Watt and Franklin H, MacNaugh- 
ton, Air Reserve. 

From January 26th to March 9th, Incl: 
Ist Lieut. Hdward W. Anderson, cond 
Lieuts. John R, Ulricson and Morton D, 

po Air Corps. 
o remain entire gunnery period: 
or haro . George, on ieuts. 
William R, Clingerman, John G, Eriksen, 
Charles W, Stark, Howard F, Nichols, 
Edward P, Dimmick and Neel E. Kearby, 


Air Corps. 
-~--000--— 
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RANDOLPH FIZLD HOST TO NEZDY. CHILDREN 


More than 120 needy and underprivileg- 
ed children of San Antonio were guests 
of the six squadrons at Randolph Field, 
Texas, on Christmas for a turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings. ‘The pro- 
ject was a spontaneous gesture on the 
part of the enlisted personnel of the 
various Organizations who, realizing 
that there would be children whose 
Christmas would be dull and dreary un- 
4€sS someone invited them to dinner, 
suggested that each squadron play host 
to a eroup. 

The children arrived shortly after 
noon in busses furnished by the Randolph 
‘Field reéneportasion Company and tne 
Public Service Company of San Antonio. 
4 special showing of technicolor car- 

. toons in the Post Theater was first on 
the. entertainment program. "Santa's 
Workshop," a whimsical cartoon, dealing 
with Kris Kringle working all year long 
at his home at the North Pole making 
toys for delivery on Christmas Day; 
"The Three Polar Bears," another color 
phantasy, and a third picture made up 
the movie program, 

Dinner was ready in the mess halls, 
which were decorated in honor of tae 
visiting youngsters, At each table as- 
signed to the children, several enlisted 
men were interspersed to lend assistance 
should it be needed. Bags of Coney, 
fruit and nuts were handed each child 
before leaving the dining room, but for 
the most part the bags went unopened,. 
for every nook and cranny was already 
filled with roast turkey, mashed pota- 
toes and mince pie, 

A tour of the post and the hangar 
lines, where several airplanes were on 
display, wound up the program, "It is 
hoped," declares the News Letter Corres- 
pondent, "that this custom, started this 
year, w 1l become an annual event at the 

West Point of the Air.' . The San 
Antonio branch of the Salvation army 
offerred splendid cooperation in their 
selection of the children to be invited 
to the Christmas Dinner, also in their 
handling of the children during their 
stay at the field." . 

mmm DO nme 


FLYING ACTIVITIES AT SELFRIDGE FIELD 


_ The 27th Pursuit Squadron recently con- 
piesed an extensive period of training 
n interception. Much time was concen- 
trated on roving methods of intercep- 
tien, While at this time the results 
have not. been made final, the belief is 
expressed that nn hac 0 Po sacle 
were made along this line. - 
In the 94th suit Squadron, the fly-. 
ing of cross-coutries to ley, Ben- 
ning, Barksdale and Bolling Fields was. 


-ed by purchase, 





supplemented by interception problems 
and aerial gunnery pracbice. — 
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OBITUARIES 

On the morning of December 22, 1938, 
while piloting a PB-2A airplane some 
three miles east of Oceanview, Va,., on 
an instrument traini flight, Second 
Lieutenant Gale E, Ellis, Air Corps, 
pilot, and Private, lst Class, Charlies 
S, Downer, Air Corps, passenger, both 
of the 33rd Pursuit Squadron, GHQ Air 
Force, pst Field, Va., were killed 
when the airplane crashed and burned, 
Parachutes were not used and the cause 
of the accident has not been determined. 

Lieut. Ellis was born in Pennsylvania 
on February 5, 1914. Following his gra‘ 
uation from the U.S, Military Academy, 
West Point, N.¥., in June, 1937, when he 
was commissioned a second lieutenant in 
the Signal Corps, he was assigned to the 
Air Corps for flying training. He cag 
uated from the Primary Flying School, 
Randolph Field, Texas, in June, 1938, 
and from the Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, where he specializec¢ 
in Pursuit Aviation, on October 5, 1938, 
on which date he was rated as "Airplane 
Pilot." Assigned to station at Langley 
Field, Va., Lieut. Ellis was on duty as 
Assistant Adjutant of the 33rd Pursuit 
Squadron since November 2, 1938. 

ivate Downer was born at Pittsburgh, 

Pa. ,. ge 10, 1910, He enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps on December 11, 1929, and 
he served with the 99th Bombardment 

Squadron at Mitchel Field, N.Y,, wntil 
September 27, 1933, when he was discharg 
On March 4, 1932, he 
completed the course for aircraft armor- 
ers at the Air Corps Technical School at 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., and on Ma; 
15, 1932, he completed the course for 
pareciase riggers at this same school, 

n August 27, 1934, he enlisted for ser- 
vice with the 37th Attack Squadron at 
Langley Field, Va., and he has been sta- 
tioned at this field, performing the ~ 
enna of aircraft armorer, since that 

me, 





First Lieutenant Watson M, Frutchey 
Air Corps, met his death on December ja, 
1938, while aperget in aerial gunnery 
practice in the Hawaiian Department, The 
pilot propeqing him having shot the 
sleeve target from the tow line, Lieut. 
Frutchey continued his gunnery practice 
by making diving attacks, firing at a 
reef about 500 yards off shore, Civilian 
witnesses stated that, after pulling oat 
of one of these dives into a steep climb 
the airplane fell off after two or three 
hundred feet above the water and dived 
into the sea. The pilot did not use his 


poeeche and up to this writing his 
1e) 


dy had not been recovered, 

A native of Moorestown, N.J., where he 
was born on March 13, 1907, Lieut. 
Frutchey graduated from high school at 
Easton, Pa.; fron Drake Business College 
and in 1927 from the Montclair, N.J., 
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Secretarial School, After being engaged 
in the heating business for several 
years, Lieut. Frutchey enlisted in the | 
Air mtr? i in June, 1930, and was assign- | 
ed to the 7th Observation Squadron at 
France Field, Panama Canal Zone. Pass- 
ing the examination for appointment as 4) 
Flying Cadet, he began training at the 
Primary Plying School, Randolph Field, 
Texas, with the March, 1932, Class. He 
graduated from Randolph Field on October | 
15, 1932, and from the Advanced Flying | 
School, where he specialized in Pursuit 
Aviation, on February 24, 1933, on which | 
date he wes rated as “Airplane Pilot," 
commissioned a second lieutenant in the 
Air Reserve, and assigned to extended 
active duty at Langley Field, Va., where | 
he served with the 33rd Pursuit Squadron 
in various capacities. Relieved from 
active duty in January, 1935, Lieut. 
Frutchey enlisted as a Private in the 
Air Corps in order to take the examina- 
tion for a commission in the Air Corps, 
Regular Army. As an enlisted man he 
served for a brief period at Bolling 
Field, D,C., and then at the Boston Air- | 
port, Mass. 

Appointed a second lieutenant in the 
Air Corps, Regular Army, August 1,1935, 
Lieut. Frutchey was assigned to Self- 
ridge Field, Mich., as Armament Officer, 
S7th Service Squadron. In the fall of 
1936, he was rely mene as student to pur- 
sue the Aircraft Armament course at the 
4ir Corps Technical School, Chanute 
Field, Rantoul, Ill, Following his grad- 
uation from this School on June 30,1937, 
he was transferred to the Hawaiian De- 
per eee for duty with the 18th Pursuit 

roup at Wheeler Field. While on duty 
with this Group, he narrowly escaped 
death on February 7, 1938, following a 
mid-air collision, and managed to reach 
the ground safely through the medium of 
his parachute. 


A Stetressing aircraft accident in the 
vicinity of Uniontown, Ala., late in the 
afternoon of December 23, 1938, resulted 
in the death of lst Lieut. James D. 
Underhill, Air Corps; 2nd Lieut. John W. 
Pollard, Air Reserve; 2nd Lieut. John H., 
Hydle, 0 th Infantry; Captain Fred Rueb, 
Jr., Medical Corps; Privates, lst Class, 
Sheldon S, Johnson, Humbert D, Narro and 
Private Ben L. Jones, Air Corps. 

Lieut. Underhill, the pilot, was fly- 
ing a B-18 airplane about five miles 
southwest of Uniontown, Ala., when a 
line squall was encountered and the air- 
Plane crashed, Up to this writing the 
apne of the crash has not been determin- 
eq, 

Lieut, Underhill was born in Kansas on 
Ape tl 26, 1910. After graduating from 
the U.S, Milit Academy in June, 1933, 
when he was commissioned a second lieut- 
enant of Infantry, he was assigned to 
the Air Corps for flying training. He 
graduated from the Primary F ing School, 
Randolph Field, Texas, June 934, and 
from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly 


- 





' ed at this field he 


i July 23, 1914. 









































Field, Texas, where he specialized in 
Bombardment, on October 13, 1934, when 
he was awarded the rating of "Airplane 
Pilot" and assigned to duty with the 7th 


| Observation Squadron at France Field, 
| Panama Canal 


one, In January, 1937, 
upon the completion of his tour of ser- 
vice in Panama, ‘he was assigned to duty 
at Hamilton Field, Calif, While station- 
ualified as a Dead 
Reckoning Navigator in the GHQ Air Force. 
Lieut. Pollard was born at Medford,Ore.. 
May 20, 1915, After graduating from hig) 
school and attending Fullerton, Calif., 


| Junior College for two years, majori 


in Aeronautics, he was appointed a Flyin 
Cadet in the Air Corps. Prior to this 
heat eat he served as a Sergeant in 
the 115th Observation pres mer Califor- 
nia National Guard. Following his grai- 
uation from the Primary Flying School, 
Randolph Field, Texas, February 23,1938, 
and from the Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, June 16, 1938, where 
he specialized in Bombardment, he was 
rated as "Airplane Pilot," commissioned ¢ 


' second lieutenant in the Air Reserve and 


att g 0 to extended active duty at 
Hamilton Field, Celif, 

Lieut. Hydle was born in North Dakota, 
He received appointment 
as cadet at the U.S. Military Acadeny, 
West Point, N.Y., July 1, 1933, and upon 
his graduation therefrom on June 12,1937, 
he was commissioned a second lieutenant 
of Infantry, and was assigned to the 
40th Infantry with station at the Presi- 
dio of San Francisco, Calif, 

Captain Rueb was born in Missouri, Feb- 
ruary 23, 1902, He graduated from the Uni 
versity of Illinois in 1926, with the de- 

ree of A,B,, and in 1931 from the Wash- 

ngton University Medical School, with 
the degree of M.D. He was commissioned 
a lst Lieutenant in the Medical Corps 
Reserve June 9, 1931, and in the Medical 
Corps, Regular Army, September 10,1932, 
He was promoted to Captain, July 1,1934. 
In 1934 he graduated from the Medical 
Field Service School. He was stationed 
at the Letterman General Hospital, Pre- 
sidio of San Francisco, Calif., at the 
time of his death, 

Pvts. Johnson, Jones and Narro were 
all members of the 9th Bombardment Sqdn. 
at Hamilton Field, Calif, Pvt. Johnson 
was born May 11, 1912, at Gloversville, 
N.Y., and ¢nlisted in the Air Corps on 
Avg. 29, 1936, Pvt. Jones was born at 
Schlater, Miss. April 20, 1904, and en- 
listed in the Alr Corps, Feb. 15,1937. 
Pvt: Narro was born at Nogales, hriz., 
October 19, 1911, and enlisted in the 
Air Corps, May 17, 1937. He graduated 
as Radio Repairer and Operator from the 
A.C. Technical School, Chanute Field 
et Fe La pen tena mronres from this 

chool as ane eghan c 

Tae deep sympa thy of the Air Corps is 

extended the bereaved relatives. 
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